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Figure 1: Michelle at Great Spirit Bluff. Photo by Mike Shepard 



5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

close of the 2017 nesting season.  It has been a very 

eventful year and we have accomplished so much!  

The year started out very promising. In mid-February, 

all of our eagle pairs -  the Decorah Eagles, the Decorah 

North Eagles, and the Xcel Energy Fort St. Vrain eagles 

- laid three eggs almost simultaneously in each nest. All 

three eaglets at the Decorah nest thrived.  At the 

Decorah North Nest, it was a much different scenario 

than in 2016.  The earlier egg laying and hatching 

provided the eagles with seasonal flushes of food at 

just the right time, and the early loss of DN6 appeared 

to be related to cold, wet weather and a resulting 

narrow window of opportunity to get a first meal.  

Things were also much better at Xcel Fort St. Vrain this 

year. Two of their three eggs hatched and both eaglets 

went on to flourish and fledge, although the Fort St. 

Vrain eaglets apparently wanted their privacy and 

proceeded to pull down the camera viewing window 

with PS shade!   

In March, we were treated to the premier of the Iowa Public Television production of The Eagles of Decorah.  I 

was very pleased to see the introduction of the ƳƻǾƛŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wwt ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ .ƻō !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ 

restore peregrine falcons to the historic bluff eyries of the Mississippi River corridor.  The story progresses to his 

collaborative work with Neil Rettig on the Nature production American Eagle that led to the world-famous 

Decorah Eagle Cam, the thrill of tracking the Decorah fledglings, and the resulting educational program 

developed by Anderson and Ries with the help of many dedicated volunteers.  The movie serves as a tribute to 

the creativity, passion, and leadership of our RRP founder. 

In May, a wet midwestern spring led to black fly infestations that affected several Mississippi river falcon nest 

sites in SE Minnesota, SE Iowa, and SW Wisconsin, although they were not as prevalent at our inland eagle nests, 

at our urban sites, or at our northern sites. We witnessed an amazing incubation and hatch at Great Spirit Bluff 

when all four eyasses hatched within one day of each other, and we captured some of the most remarkable 

high-resolution video at that nest yet.  But that all changed two weeks after hatch when cool, wet weather 

turned hot and sunny.  We watched a literal explosion of flies and, as we focused the camera in closer, it was 

painful to watch them swarming and biting the little nestlings. Mother Michelle (our resident female) did her 

best to pick the flies off her young, but she was not able to keep up and two of the four nestlings succumbed to 

toxicity and blood loss from the biting.  We treated the box, but one of the remaining eyasses (Burr-D) sought 

refuge outside the nest box shortly before we arrived to band the falcons on May 28, and fell to the base of the 

bluff several weeks early. He was quickly retrieved by one of the land owners (George Howe) and brought up in 

time for banding with his sibling ς Hamilton.  Amy Ries carefully examined the exhausted young and treated 

them prior to banding them for return to a cleaned and treated nest box.  Burr-D and Hamilton perked up after 

24 hours and all seemed well until the hot weather stirred the flies up again. We saw Michelle make several 
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spectacular just-in-time retrievals from the perch, but the flies were simply too much. They drove the two 

falcons out of the box for the last time on June 3rd.  Many thought Hamilton and Burr-D had perished but, as 

ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŦŦ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ 

with our camera pointed downward.  After several weeks, the young falcons took their place at the top of the 

bluff and we got to watch them develop into fierce flyers and hunters prior to dispersal in late summer. What a 

treat!  

Our banding season stretched from late May to early July this year, although a combination of black flies, 

hippoboscids, extreme weather, and reduced productivity caused our numbers to fall. In 2017, we banded 58 

falcons at 22 sites as compared to 77 falcons at 25 sites in 2016. In some cases, site failures were obvious, but 

others left us mystified. Why did the Greysolon Building fail when both falcons were on ǎƛǘŜΚ ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 

female at Red Wing Grain lay eggs? Why did we see a downward trend in production, with sites that normally 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǳǊ ŦŀƭŎƻƴǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΚ LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ 

extreme outliers like DDT, peregrine falcons tend to be the primary limiters of their own population. Given the 

ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǿΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ their numbers can go much higher. Beyond 

that, the falcons were not helped by cold and rain duriƴƎ ǘǿƻ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƴŜȄǘ 

year brings! 

Throughout our falcon banding activities, it was exciting to work with Sustainable Driftless, Inc. and the 

Untamed Science crew to document the peregrine falcon monitoring program we crafted over the years with so 

many conservation partners.  The Untamed Science crew dropped over the clifftops and followed Amy Ries and 

Dave Kester to band young falcons, all while monitoring the process with sweeping passes from aerial cameras 

above.  WŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŜǊŜƎǊƛƴŜ ŦŀƭŎƻƴ 

recovery efforts and the dedication taken to help secure that success. We drafted a report on our experience 

with peregrine falcons and drones. That can be read here: 

https://www.raptorresource.org/pdf/falconsanddrones2017.pdf.   

We spent late August, September, October, and early November working on cameras and microphones. We 

have more details about that later in the report, but it was an exhilarating experience replacing the nest box at 

Great Spirit Bluff!  Our caring, dedicated livecam viewers helped greatly by raising funds to replace the original 

box installed by Bob Anderson and Dave Kester way back in 2003. It served fourteen productive years and 

produced 41 falcons, making it one of our most productive cliff sites. Rather than completely re-designing the 

box, we transitioned to a design that resembles a cliff eyrie. The lack of a back exposes the falcons to the bare 

rock of the cliff, and the added insulation allows it to better retain the temperatures of the massive rock face. 

Expert climbers Ries and Kester joined me for this project, and I could not be more pleased with the end result.  

We hope our resident falcons like it too! 

We accomplished many of our goals for 2017, but we still have much more to do.  How will we continue down 

that path and what is in store for the coming year? 

¶ Education in action: Education is the corŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ²Ŝ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ wwtΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ 

offer though our volunteers and through partnerships with key stakeholders.  With the help of our 

moderator volunteers, we more than doubled the number of classrooms participating in our Decorah 

Eagles educational chat from 350 to over 900!  We even had classrooms where the students led our 

regular moderated chat with the general public ς that is amazing!  We are continuing to learn how to 

https://www.raptorresource.org/pdf/falconsanddrones2017.pdf


deliver raptor-based education through video, interactive technologies like Skype, online curricula, short 

movies, and other ways to reach out to learners of all ages and circumstances.  A specific goal for 2018 is 

to again double our participating educational chat classrooms to 2,000.  We are also embarking on a 

collaborative project to create a live cam with the US Fish & Wildlife Service that will help educate 

people about the importance of the Mississippi River Flyway to raptors and other birds.  Imagine a live 

display where field trip classrooms and home viewers can observe bald eagles up close and personal 

along with pelicans, tundra swans, and countless varieties of ducks and waterfowl!  Our American 

Kestrel project will kick off in 2018 with nest box creation, deployment, and hopefully a kestrel cam to 

help raise awareness of our smallest falcon.  Stay tuned for more information on that project in 

collaboration with the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and Neil Rettig Productions. 

¶ Fostering the next generation: We kicked off an educational endowment in Bob Anderson's name.  The 
Robert Anderson Memorial Scholarship Fund is managed through the NE Iowa Community Foundation 
and we have a running start at funding it to the goal of reaching a sustaining level of $25K.  When we 
reach that goal, we will offer our first scholarship at Luther College in his honor.  We have witnessed the 
type of students we envisioned during the first year of our raptor banding station at Hawk Hill.  With 
good momentum and visibility of the fund, we may reach that goal by the end of 2018! If you are 
interested in donating to the endowment, please visit https://cfneia.org/giving/contribute/712-as. We 
also submitted a proposal to the Iowa 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΩ Conservation Education 
Program to develop a collaborative educational partnership with the Luther College Center for 
Sustainable Communities and Environmental Studies. The proposal included the construction of a raptor 
banding station at Hawk Hill on the NW corner of the Luther campus. It ƛǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ōȅ wwtΩǎ ōƻŀǊŘ 
member and master bander permit holder Dave Kester, who is working closely with Emily Neal of the 
Luther College Center for Sustainable Communities and Environmental Studies.  The partnership 
strengthens the connection between academia and non-profit conservation to provide students with 
unprecedented direct access to conservation research.  Our first year is almost done and we are excited 
to continue this valuable program in 2018 and beyond! 

¶ Connecting people with the natural world: We have worked to keep our bird cam streams accessible 
and available through a wide variety of devices. This year we strengthened our partnership with 
Explore.org to allow greater access to ads-free live streams for all our watchers.  Our outreach projects 
with partners like Sustainable Driftless, Inc., Explore.org, and the US Fish & Wildlife Service will help 
share the amazing lives of raptors and other birds with even more people! 

 
It has been almost one year that I have been working as a full-time director and I could not be happier serving in 
that role!  Thank you for making that happen with your financial and volunteer support.  IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ 
year to come! We hope you enjoy reading our banding report! 
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Minnesota 

Xcel Energy Sherco Plant, Becker MN 

Seasonal Data  

Location: 45.375, -93.891 

Adult Female: Unknown 

Adult Male: Unknown 

Laying began: 4/01/17 | 4 eggs laid 

Hatch began: 5/10/17 | 3 eggs hatched 

Banding date: 5/31/17 | Site visits: 5/31/17, 10/18/17 

¶ 94/P b/blu | 1947-35595 | Strawberry 

¶ K/49 b/r | 1156-14996 | Jensen 

¶ K/50 b/r | 1156-14997 | George 

Banding at Sherco is 

always pleasant! We 

take an elevator to the 

400-foot level of the 

stack, collect the little 

falcons in a kennel, and 

bring them down to the 

guard shack for 

banding! This year, our 

helpers included Jessica 

Keller, her daughter 

Emily, John Kaczmarek, 

and Liam Grainger. 

John and Liam also 

helped us install a new 

HD camera on October 

18. We hope to be able 

to read band numbers 

next spring!  

I sometimes get 

ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƭŎƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ōƻȄ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ пллΩ-level catwalk, which is quite 

large as catwalks go. The box is mounted on a platform, which means that young falcons can get out and walk 

around out of site of the cameras. If they end up on the catwalk during fledge, their parents will find them and 

feed them below. The platform, catwalk, and enclosure make a great playground for fledgling falcons!  

Year falcons first nested: 1992 | Total number of young produced (2017): 64 

Jessica and Emily with falcon Strawberry 
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Xcel Energy Allen S. King Plant, Oak Park Heights MN 

Seasonal Data  

Location: 45.033, -92.782 

Adult Female: Kris 69/W, a 2011 hatch from Dairyland Power Cohasset 

Adult Male: Unknown 

Laying began: 4/06/17 | 4 eggs laid 

Hatch began: 5/15/17 | 3 eggs hatched 

Banding date: 6/06/17 

Site visits: 1/09/17, 2/09/17, 2/16/17, 6/06/17 

¶ K/33 b/r | 1156-14980 | Prince 

¶ 85/P b/blu | 1947-35586 | Ziggy 

This is the plant where it all started. 

In 1988, Bob verified that a falcon 

ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ·ŎŜƭΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ƴŜǎǘ ōƻȄ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ пллΩ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ 

the King plant stack. In 1990 falcon 

Mae, a daughter of MF-1, adopted 

the site and the rest was history! Kris 

69/W is the third falcon on site, 

following in the proud tradition of 

Mae and Belinda before her. Like her 

predecessors, she is a real handful ς 

ŀ ƪŜƪƪƛƴƎΣ ŘƛǾƛƴƎ ǘŜǊǊƻǊ ǿƘƻ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

give up until the banders are gone. 

Fortunately, we had Bill Wardell to 

protect us as we retrieved the young 

falcons from the box, and John 

Tradewell, Tawney Lira, and Becky 

Danberg to help us band them 

downstack! 

In addition to banding two little 

falcons here this year, we installed an HD camera on February 2nd. It was funny to hear the male sweet-talking 

Kris on the 600-Ŧƻƻǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŎƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘŜǊ 

ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ !ǎ ŀǘ {ƘŜǊŎƻΣ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƎŜǘ ōŀƴŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ 

females here since 1990, but I would love to have more information about the males! 

Year falcons first nested: 1989 | Total number of young produced (2017): 69 

 

 

 

 Tawney and Ziggy 
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Xcel Energy High Bridge Plant, St. Paul MN 

Seasonal Data  

Location: 44.930889, -93.111034 

Adult Female: Unknown | Adult Male: Unknown 

Laying began: 4/10/17 | 4 eggs laid 

Hatch began: 5/22/17 | 2 eggs hatched 

Banding date: 6/12/17 | Site visits: 3/31, 5/22, 6/12 

¶ 79/P b/blu | 1947-35576 | Jano 

Falcons nested here until 2007, when Xcel Energy 

removed their stack and converted the plant to 

natural gas. We put a replacement box up on the 

nearby ADM plant, but the falcons chose to go back 

to the High Bridge instead. Last year, the Minnesota 

DOT approached the plant about putting a nest box 

on the roof. The bridge was going to be resurfaced 

in 2017 and the DOT wanted the falcons off it. We 

worked with the plant to locate a spot, they built and placed a box, and the DOT blocked access to their former 

nesting site. Everyone did a great job and the falcons adopted their new home this spring, producing one baby 

after a ten-year absence. Thanks to Scott Anton, Luke Kusilek, Randy Fordice, and everyone else at the High 

Bridge plant for their hard work and support! ²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴ I5 ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ƘŜǊŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ 

in conjunction with the Science Museum. 

Year falcons first nested here: 2000 | Total young fledged from this location (2017): 23 

Xcel Energy Prairie Island Plant, Prairie Island MN 

Seasonal Data  

Adult Female: Unknown | Adult Male: Unknown 

Egg laying began: 4/05/17 (estimated) | unknown number of eggs laid 

Hatch began: 5/11/17 | 3 eggs hatched 

Banding date: 5/31/17 | Site visits: 5/31/17 

¶ 93/P b/blu | 1947-35594| Melba Jean 

¶ K/47 b/r | 1156-14994 | Chuck 

¶ K/48 b/r | 1156-14995 | Al 

I love Prairie Island and it is always great to see Frank Sperlak, a true falcon friend who has supported our work 

for many years! He, John, plant employee Khamani, and myself went up the dome to retrieve three healthy little 

falcons. It was fun to introduce Khamani to the falcons ς the unknown female here is quite aggressive, but 

Khamani loved every minute of it! Melba Jean was injured after she ran into a fence during fledge, but Frank 

rescued her and brought her to the Raptor Center. She was released back at Prairie Island on June 29th and 

fledged without further incident.  

Year falcons first nested: 1997 | Total number of young produced (2017): 65 

Scott Anton with Jano! 
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Minnesota Power and Light Boswell Energy Center, Cohasset MN 

Seasonal Data  

Location: 47.259, -93.653 

Adult Female: Unbanded 

Adult Male: Unbanded 

Egg laying began: 4/19/17 | 1 egg laid by falcon #1 | 3 eggs laid by falcon #2 (began on 5/05/17) 

Hatch began: 6/11/17 | 2 eggs hatched 

Banding date: 7/05/17 | Site visits: 7/05/17 

¶ 72/P b/blu | 1947-35571 | Stacy 

¶ 38/B b/blu | 1156-23732| Buster 

This northern site tends to run late, but it was made even later this year by territorial fighting. A female showed 

up, was courted by the male, and laid an egg on April 19. While we never got a band number, we know she was 

banded. However, she was displaced or disappeared. The new female (a 2 y/o bird that still has some juvenile 

feathers) first showed up on camera on April 29. The male courted her and was successful.  

Banding was really interesting! ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜΣ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

ōƻȄΦ ²Ŝ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦŀƭŎƻƴǎ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǎƛŘŜ ŘƻƻǊΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǇ 

her in with the young so I tried to flush her from the front of the box before putting the screen up. At one point, 

ǎƘŜ ƭŜŀǇŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ΨƪƛŎƪōƻȄŜŘΩ Ƴȅ ŀǊƳΣ ōǳǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΗ [ƛǘǘƭŜ {ǘŀŎȅΣ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŜǊ 

brother, got right next to Mom, spread her wings, and joined the footing action. Once I finally flushed Fearless 

Mom, she flew right next to the box and glared at us while we removed her babies. Stacy, not to be outdone by 

Mom, footed me a few more times as I removed brother Buster. What an attitude! I really hope she makes it to 

adulthood ς and thanks to Douglas Braff, Richard Narum, Jim Erickson, and the rescue team for all of their help! 

  

Year falcons first nested: 1993 | Total number of young produced (2017): 74 
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Minnesota Power and Light Hibbard Plant, Duluth MN 

Seasonal data  

Location: 46.735, -92.152 

Adult female: *R/*U Isabel, a 2009 hatch from the Colonnade Building in Minneapolis  

Adult male: unknown  

Egg laying began: 4/12/17 | 4 eggs laid 

Hatch began: 5/21/17 | 3 eggs hatched 

Banding date:  6/15/17 | Site visits: 6/15/17 

¶ 73/P b/blu | 1947-35572 | River 

¶ 74/P b/blu | 1947-35573 | Kaiya 

¶ 39/B b/blu | 1156-23736 | Jet 

This is a fun site! The nestbox is roughly 150' over the Duluth harbor, facing the Bong Bridge. We had four 

helpers up the stack on a warm, sunny day ς a very pleasant day for climbing! The three falcons looked healthy 

and well-fed, with no signs of Frounce plaques or hippoboscid bites. While all of the little falcons were big, River 

was impressively large ς the usual 7A band was just big enough to fit!  

 

Year falcons first nested: 2003| Total number of young produced (2017): 41 
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Great River Energy, Elk River MN 

Seasonal data  

Location: 45.296598, -93.558171 

Adult female: 11/X Mary Ellen, a 2012 hatch from vǳŜŜƴΩǎ .ƭǳŦŦΣ ab  

Adult male: 65/M Brooklyn, a 2012 hatch from the Colonnade Building in St. Louis Park, MN  

Egg laying began: 3/25/17 | 5 eggs laid 

Hatch began: 5/07/17 | 2 eggs hatched 

Banding date:  5/30/17 | Site visits: 5/30/17 

¶ 95/P b/blu | 1947-35596 | Hurley 

¶ 96/P b/blu | 1947-35597 | Sora 

We were glad this site was successful again! As watchers might recall, the sole hatchling last year was 

accidentally swept out of the box when Mary Ellen responded to something in the wee hours (probably an owl) 

ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘΦ .ǊŜƴŘŀ DŜƛǎƭŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǎ Dw9Ωǎ ƴŜǎǘ ōƻȄ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ closed the box off during the winter to 

ƪŜŜǇ ƻǿƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ όǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜύ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ in a little less 

gravel when she replaced it last fall. Although we were a little concerned about how often Mary Ellen was off 

the eggs during incubation (again, in the middle of the night), her hard work was rewarded when two eggs 

hatched and both nestling falcons survived to fledge. John and Brenda went up in the lift to retrieve them, and 

Amy banded. Thank you, Brenda, for all of your hard work and enthusiasm. You are a great falcon friend!  

 

Falcons first nested: 2007 | Total number of young produced (2017): 30 
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3M Watertower, Cottage Grove MN 

Seasonal data  

Location: 44.790, -92.912 

Adult female: unknown 

Adult male: unknown  

Egg laying began: 4/09/17 | Number laid: unknown 

Hatch began: 5/16/17 | 2 eggs hatched 

Banding date:  6/06/17 | Site visits: 6/06/17 

¶ 84/P b/blu | 1947-35581 | Kathleen 

¶ K/32 b/r | 1156-14978 | Bruce 

To get to the nest box, we climb a ladder up the middle of the 

3M watertower, emerging through a hatch on to the top of the 

tower. After tying off, one person hops over the ring and 

retrieves the young birds from the nestbox, where they are 

handed back one at a time to whomever is available to help 

with banding. This year, 3M employee Trevor Shearen and John 

Howe banded falcons and cleaned the camera! 

Year falcons first nested: 2008 | Total number of young produced (2017): 24 

Ardent Milling, Lake City MN 

Seasonal data  

Location: 44.441, -92.271 

Adult female: *Y/*P Charlette, a 2008 hatch from Wells Fargo 

Bank in Bloomington MN. 

Adult male: unknown  

Egg laying began: 4/09/17 | 3 eggs laid 

Hatch began: 5/18/17 | 2 eggs hatched 

Banding date:  6/15/17 | Site visits: 6/15/17 

¶ 83/P b/blu | 1947-35580 | Princess 

I was pleasantly surprised to see Charlette here for her 6th 

year! This nine-year old falcon has produced 20 young since 

2011 and I have ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

hold the site. It was great to see her! Ardent Milling has been 

very supportive of our work and they are great about checking 

the box, reporting on the falcons, and keeping us informed. A 

special thanks to Jim Fuchs and the Ardent Milling team for 

their dedication and hard work! 

Year falcons first nested: 2002 | Total number of young produced (2017): 51 












































